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OF THE 
ELDERS AND MESS 


OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHU 


— 


OF THE 
WESTERN ASSOCIATIONS IN WALES; 


* ASSEMBLED 

At Ffynnon-Henry, Carmarthenshire; 
at Blaenwaun, Pembrokeshire; and 
at Penycoed, Cardiganshire; in the 
Year 1834; 


TO THE 


Several Baptist Churches they represent: maintaining the important doc. 

._ terme of Three Equal — in the Godhead ;. proper Deity and real 
— of our Lord Jesus Christ; eternal and personal Election; part. - 
cular tion; free justification by the imputed righteousness of 
Christ; effectual Calling ; the final perseverance of the Saints, &e. 


— 


4. THOMAS, PRINTER, sr. MARY-STREE™ 
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8 THE CIRCULAR LETTER, Ke: 


an 


— 


‘Christian Brethren, 


Arran 8 throngh the tender mercy of 
our Goi, met once more in eur annoal Associations. 
— heard your letters to ua, which, for the most part 
‘bemoaned because of unsucocesfulness, (in ius different 
forms of dentness,) contentions, immorality, and un- 
‘increase. We are this year again, as customarily, 
addressing .you .with few remarks. and exhortations, 
‘which we Consider ‘absolutely necessary for you to 
tend to and exercise: and you can depend, that they 
are exhortations from — oof un for the last time; yea, 
to some of you also for the last 2 Ohl how serious 
deliberate ,ongit, we be, by pansidering that the 
Gay of ryt r labour AB. apeedily hastening its close, the 
night of death on overtaking pnd, that our eternal 
home is at hand. Where maty of us be before 
4 another ycar’siend? Js our work likely to be finished 
+ with the ectting of the sun? ‘Will it de said to each of 
ea, “Well done thou and faithful servaat: or, 
quill itibe id us as N was bald of the woman of old, 
or magiectiag your 
— — still, notwithstanding every 
| waging, weofton heard, for our grief, that the same in- 
were keeping the monthly prayer-meeting ; 
the same ikept their planes jin the preparatory mecting ; 
| and that the same contributed faithfully, aecording to 
their circumstances, towards the support and 


nl. 


| @antribute, but the pr 

| mites of the widow are still in temembrance, the cup of 

| ald water given toa aa in the name of a disciple, 
shall not be for - Weare forced to think that one 


| Of the worate to society is, want of unity, There may 
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0 
time tham is at- present, when e Watchmen hall 
See eye to eye, and when the greatest number, if not all, 
become. one, and serve the Lord. 
of different places, and casts, are, members .; 
Chriatis body, Which called. in gonetal, his -mystieal: 
body, to distinguish it from his buman: bods... Mach.is. 
said of this.quystical ody in the 12th. chapter. pf Cor.. 
He, as one soul and spirit, eXeiltes, Or puts in motion, all 
this body, both in heaven.and.earth. Ged aaid, concera. 
ing penitent ainmera, “And will give them one beart,.., 
und ene way, that they miay feat me ſor ever, for the 
feod-of. them, and ef their children alter then. Jer, 
32, 29. Mereover, the same Holy Ghostisthe. Conductor 
and Comforter of all thesaints:..“+ Now man have... 
not the. Christ, be is. none his”. ‘Rom. G. 6 
They: participate oi the same graces they have to Walk 
by the same line of conduct; they have the same Father: 
heureafier. We are exhorted te make our endeavour 10 
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; and 
the apostle says, “+ There ig one body, and ‘one Spirit, 


the darkness of this 
world, ‘aod spiritual wickedness in high 


mill, eanndt, 
much, gad weep bitterly,. 
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‘| ‘hosts that are fallen through intoxication; and the hun- 
dreds are taken from the church to the world, by adul- 


tery! And, alas! the number did pride trip from the 
summit of the pinaole of superiority! Trifle with excess, 


that is, with more than is necessary to support nature, 
most frequently leads to intoxication rather than to mo- 
deration. Misapprehension, that marriage is mere an 
agreement between two young persons, devoted to the 
matrimonial state, without no regard to the custom of 
the country, nor a celebration of the agreement before 
- witnesses, leads easily to adultery. And the man that 
«cherishes good opinion of himself, is likely to be wounded 
in the field, if not worse, namely, signify that spiritual 
life was never in bis possession. The exhortation of the 


apostle is applicable to those of this desoription,—‘ Be 
not high-minded, but fear.” Rom. 11. 20. Therefore, if 
the armies of Beelzebub are united in their operations, is 
it not necessary that the soldiers of Christ should be 


united? Doubtless itis, and we will say, Let brotherly 
love continue.“ —2. Our spiritual consolations are as 
severuls, incumbent upon, and connected with the unity 
of the society, or the societies to which we belong. The 


members of the christian church are companions, and it 


is necessary for each member to love bis fellow-meinbers, 


and discharge all sociable duties towards them, acsording 
to the 1 5 of God's word. When there is a defect 
in brotherly Jove, or defect in the execution of our duties 


towards our brethren, there will be a cloud suspending 


over our. confidence, and God displeased at us. Those 
that possess brotherly love can say, We know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren. 1 John 3. 14. He that loveth his brother 


_ abideth in the light, and there is wo occasion of stumbling 
in him. 1 John 2. 10. Again, we believe that churches 


——᷑ æEͤ—— 


can support their independency fully as well, and yet be 
more united with regard to the unity of the association. 
Mauy excellent plau became annihilated, because the 


want of co-operation in the churches.’ The right order 
of the churches ; the home and foreign mission, and the 
debt of the'chapels, show the necessity of anniversary 


unity, and the o- operation ofthe churches.—3. & finally. 
Let us remark, that the prosperity of the kingdom that is 
not of this world, depends much on the unity of its 
Christ, when ‘praying, said, That they all 
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5 
that they also may, be one in us: that the world may 


believe that thou hast sent me. John 17. 21. In order to 


show the great importance of the unity between the 
professors of religion, Christ mentions it in his excellent 
prayer, in four different places. It appears if all the 
professors of christian religion were united in one, thet 
the world would be more godly: ‘‘That the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me.“ Doubtlessthere will be 
blessed unity existing, when ‘‘all the kingdoms of this 
world will become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Christ.“ At this time there will be an accomplish- 
ment of the promise Yn Isaiah 62. 8.. “Thy — 


shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall 


they sing; for they shall see eye to eye, when the 
Lord shall bring again Zion.” Inasmuch as the 
prosperity of genuine religion rests upon the anity 
of its adherents, should it not be desirable that all those 
who hold not the head, on whom there are symptoms 
of piety, join to relinquish their prejudice and errors, 
to meet together at the throne of grace, willing to be 
guided by the word of God, which no one hath a rite 
to alter, and shall nut be changed by divine claims: 
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my word shall 
not pass away.“ In the present circumstances of things, 
the inquirer roves towards Zion in the desert of confusion 
incompetent to decide what denomination is on the best 
road. Are not the different parties a great obstacle to 
the Jews, to look at Him whom they have pierced, and 
say; We will go with you: for we have heard that 
God is with you.“ i 
Again, if it is superfluous for us to expect universal 
unity in our days, ‘nevertheless, it is not unexpedient for 
us to pray for it, apd to expect members of our own 
denomination, and of the same society, to co-operate 
according to the golden rule; “Striving together for the 
faith of the gospel.”” If otherwise, the admonition is. 
“Take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. 
“ How can a kingdom divided against itself, stand!“ 
III. We shall give few.directions how to attain to, and 
cultivate christian union.—1t. Being careful in forming 
the churches of propef persons to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” The regeuerate alone will 
be useful with religion; and to him only religion avail- 
eth, and is rendered beneficial. Living stones are be- 
eominy to the spiritual edifice, and will be compacted 
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with the living foundation. Materials to be burnt are, 
, Hay, and stubble, by which terms, us some main- 
“tality hypocrites ure described. See 1 Cor. 3. 9— 17. 

2. Unity of sentiments is necessary. especially concerning 
‘the stiprenie’ Person of dur Medistar, bis offices, bis 
duretisbhip, the scheme of grace, and the work of the Holy 
Ghost. It is impossible to be à true member of the body 
of Christ, without holding the head, when slighting his 
Person, denying the value of bis sacrifice, despisipg the 
eficacy of his bload; ‘and despite to the of 
race. But u certain fearful looking for af judgment 
and! fiery ‘indignation, which shall ‘devour the ad ver- 
*saries.” Heb. 10. 27. 8. It is nevessary to associate 
more ‘than we do in general. It is not sufficient thot 
every member should comply with bur excellent letter. 
the last year; aud even comply with the inspired exhor- 
tation itself.— Not forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together, as the manner of some is; because a 
person may keep his place, without doing much good to 
himself nor to others. Useless mings are too often the 
topios of conversation even on the Lord's day; and not 
what God does to the souls of sinners. If the members 
were more faithful in exhorting, warning, and reprov- 
i dne another, the Sabbath would be less violated, 
through indolence, amusements ,and evil communications. 
Simony is devoting the oppertunity of Cod ‘at the 
things of this world. Further, if tuere were a thorough | 
reform taking ‘place in ‘conversing, many would be re- 

ftruined from being a teproach to tur ‘foolish and a song 
to the drunkard; and there would not be the painful 
necessity of excluding so frequently and uhiversally. 
4.᷑ . There is need to pray more, to pray bettet, 10 pray 
oſtener and more fervently.” Praying in me Holy Ghost, 
and ‘forthe Hoty Ghost to own alk our feeble 6ffdrts with 
“the religion of the Son of God. There is hécessity of 
praying moreunitedly, heeagse unanimity is necessary 
forthe prosperity of associated prayer“ Agaid, I say 
unto you, that ff two of ‘yOu shall agree on éarth as 
touching any thing tant they alf ask, it shall he done 
fur them of my father whieh in heaven. For when 


two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 
20 


I inthe midst of nem.“ Mat. 16. 20. 
“Lastly. Avoid the detestable tied of ‘slander. detrac- 


tion, and calumny, which have'spailed floutisting soci. 
, “etiea before now endeavour every pusgihic way, not to 
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whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever —— pre a 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
—Those: things, whieh’ ye have both learned, ‘and 
received, and heard, and seen in me, do and the: God 
of ares shall * with you. ren * 8, 9. 0 


THE CARMARTHENSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
, Was beld at Pfyonop-Henry, June 9, 10, 1834. 


—— —ͤ— 


Monday, at 11 o'clock, conference began by reading and 

pray! , and the subseqnent resolutions were agreed upon: 
hat ra letter to the churches, written by Brother H. 
Beviel Llaaglofan, be printed. 

2. That the churches at Sardis, Bwichnewyda, and Kidwely, 

be received members of the Association. 
3. That the Missionary Meeting of this County, is to be held 
at Llungendevrn, on Thursday and F riday, the Sist of lune, 
and the Ist of August. All the Churches are requested to send 
their collections towards defraying the debt that remains on 
the Chapels of this. County to Carmarthen, on Wednesday 
previous, viz the 30th of July. 

4. That the churches at Llanfynydd, Porthyrhyd. and Lian- 
elly, be permitted to go through the churches to collect towards 
_defraying the debt that remains on their meeting -houges. 

5. Phat the Association of the ensuing year, be held at Salem, 
the second Monday and Tuesday in June, 1636, the conference 
to commence at eleven. 

6: That prayer méeting he held in the en at seven 
o'clock in the morning of the first Sabbath in Angust, to im- 
plore the divine blessing on the ministry, and more extensive 


out-pouring of the inflaenpe of the r Ghost on oe 


At 2. Prother Sohn Davies of Sitti, peeved: and Brother 
- J. Williams, -Abe:dnar, preached from 2 Obron. 18. 7. and 
Brother J. F vans, Liandile, concluded through prayer. 
At 6, Brother prayed and preached, «ud fohowed hy 
Rrethren T. Williams, Fbeneter, and W. Evans, Aberyptwy th, 


from Ps. 94 7. Gep. and Pil, 27. 


iM 


L 


entertain men that are guilty of them. We shall cenclude : 
our epistle to you by saying, in the words of the apostlé— 
Finally, brethren, whatsoevey:thiags are true, whatse- 
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Tuesday at 7, Brother T. Jones, prayed, and the Brethren 
B. Williams, Beulah, and J Williams, Pontypool, preached 
from Phil. 8. 10,11, Lev. N. 11. i 

At 10, Brother J Watkins, Carmarthen, prayed ; Brethren 
T. Thomas, Newcastle; D. R. Stephen, Swansea; and F. 


Miley, Llanwenarth, preached, from Micah 2. 13. 2 Tim. 1. 10. 
2Cor, 5. 18. 


At 2, Brother D. Bowen, Llanelly, prayed; and the Bre- 
thren D. Jones, Liverpool; and D. Davies, Swansea, preached, 


from Ex. 15. 11. Mat. 22. 12. 


JAMES DAVIES, MODERATOR. 
TIMOTHY THOMAS, Secretary. 


INCIDENTS. 
Brother B. Thomas (formerly of Kilgerran) was ordained 


Pastor to the church at Penrhiwgoch; and Brother J. Rey- 
nolds at Kidwelly. 


Baptized 187 
95 


123 
81 


1262 


Clear increase 000000 


The number ef Churches in this Association (branches not 


included ).is 38. 


THE PEMBROKESHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Was held at Blaenwaun, June 10, 11, 1634. | 


— 0 öWMH— 


The first day at 10, the conference commenced, Brother T° 


. Thomas, Ffynnon, prayed;. the subsequent resolutions 
were agreed upon: 


1. That the letter to the churches, written by Brother H. 


| Davies, Llangloffan, be printed. 


2. That the churehes. at Carmel, and Galilee, be received 


members of the Association. 


3. Thut the churches at Marloes, and Pembroke ; Bethel, 


_ Mentgomeryshire ; Aberystwyth, Cardiganshire; and Bangor, 


Carnarvonshire, be permitted to 


thi iation, to collect to rds — 1 * 
is association, collect towards ida the 
that remain on their chapels. quidating eXpeRe 


4, That the next Missionary Meeting be held at Liangloffan. 
5. That the Association of the ensuing year be held at Car- 
mel, on the second Wednesday and Thursday in June, 1885. 
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6. That encouragement be given to our friends, to receive 
the Sermons of our venerable brother Christmas Evans. 

7. That prayer-meeting be held on the first Sabbath morn- 
ing in August, at 7 o'clock, to implore the Divine Being for a 
more extensive out-pouring the of Holy Ghost on our churches. 

THOMAS JONES, Moperator. 
HENRY DAVIES, Secretary. 

At 2, the public service Commenced in the field, when 
the Brother J. Davies, Pantycelyn, read and prayed; Brethren 
T. Harris, Merthyr: and D. Jones, Liverpool, preached, from 
2 Cor. 5. 21. and 1 John 2. 1. | 

At 6, in St. Dogmells, Brother D. Owen, Bethel, prayed ; 
Brethren R. Roberts, Swyddffynnon, and J. James, Beula; 
preached from Prov. 18. 24. and Isaiuh 25. 6. : 

Thursday at 7, in the morning, conference was held ‘with the 
ministers in the ‘chapel, and at the same time public service 
was held in the field, when Brother T. Evans, Jesreel, prayed ; 

Brethren J. Williams, Pontypool; and B. Williams, Beulah, 
preached, from Mat. 14. 30, 31. Rom. 2. 15. 

At 10, Brother W. Roberts, Lianrhystyd, prayed; Brethren 
W. Mergans, Holyhead; J. Edwards, Nottingham; (in eng- 
lish) and Christmas Evans, Carnarfon; preached from 1 Peter 
5. 11. Mat. 28. 6. Rev. 5. 9. 

At 2, Brother D. Rowland, Pwilheli, prayed; Brethren D. 

Davies, Swansea; F. Hiley, Lianwenarth, preached, from 
Eph, 2. 16. Isaiah 66, 2 and Brother T. Thomas, Newcastle, 

concluded by prayer. ; 

At 7, in St. Dogmells, Brother T. Jones, Ruthin, prayed ; 
and Brethren D. R. Stephen, Swansea; and J. Edwards, 
Nantyglo, preached, from James 2. 17. Zee. 9. 9. 22 


N Il were made for the Baptist Home Migsionary 


INCIDENTS. 


Brother John Morgan, of Bradtord Academy, was ordained 
Pastor to the Ohurch at Pater. | 1 


Received by Letter 1 
Excluded ...... „ „% „ ee „„ „„ 93 
Died 64.159 

1 


Clear increase es 10 


T pumber Churches iv: this Association branches cot 
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THE CARDIGANSHIRE ASSOCIATION, .-. 


Was held at Penyecoud, June. 7, 18, 1834. 
r 12 „ 


Met the Birst day at 10, in Brother 0. Wittiams, 
‘prayed; and after the following resolutions were agreed upon, 
I. other G. Griffiths, (Independent) concluded by-prayer: 


1. That the letter to the churches, weitter by: "Brother H. 
Davies, Lianglofiun,. be printed. 


shire; Bethel, Mont,omeryshire;' Aberystwyth, Cardinan- 


shire ; ; aud Bangor, Carna:vonshire, be permitted to 20 througu 
the e 


3. That the dent Meeting, be held ar Liwynda. 
fydd, next August. 

4. That the church at Cardigan be restored te’ the Kal 
atlon, according to the resolution past in the quarterly et. 

that was held in the aforesaid Town on list February, 
56, That the next Association be held at Penrhyncock, on me 
| third Tuesday and Wednesday in June, 1835. 
6. That a prayer-meeting be held at 7 o'clock in the ga 


2. That the churches at Marioes aud Pembroke, Bembrole! | 


urches to collect towards detroꝝ int due debt ot weir | 


oſ the first Sabbath In August, to implore for more ample a 


— of the Holy Ghost on our charches. 
WILLIAM EVANS, Mongaa ron. 
JOSHUA M. THOMAS, SECRETARY, 


ate, Brother R. Roberts, Swyddtfynnon, prayed ; Brethren 
J. Evans, (lor merly of Liandilo, ) and J. Edwards, Nantyglo, 
preached from Ps. 118. 26. Heb. D. 14. 

At 6, Brethren D. Roberts, Penrhyncoch, and T. Thomas, 
Newcastle, preached, from Rom 6, 21. 2 Tim. A 20. 

At 7, on Wednesday, Brother R. Hughes, Sion chapel, 
prayed ; brother D. Jones, Cwmsarndda, “preached from 
Lim, 2. 5. 

At 10, brother W. Evans, Aberystivyth, ‘prayed ; Brethren 
1. Jones, Live l; D. R. Stephen, and Dl. ‘Davies, Swansea ; 

preached from Isaiah 8. 18. 2 Cor. G. 15. Rev. L. 18. 

At 2, brother J. Morgan, Talyryn, prayed; Brethren W. 


Morgan, Holyhead; and F. Hiley, D preached 
from Phil. 8. 21. Heb. 2. 17. 


uf 


At 6, brethren W. R. Davies, Ebenenet ; J. Pat oti Tal. 


1 Cor, 1. 18. 
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11 
INCIDENTS. 


the last | our Brother D. ‘Mathias: fivished his 
course, after being very laborious and successful for many 
years. in Cardigan and Siloam, (Verwig.) We have the 


pleasure to acquaint you, that brother D. ne, * 
is now settled at Siloam. 


Kestored 427 136 
. Received by Letters .. 5 
Dismissed by Letters. “9 


The number of. Churches in this Association (branches not 
is 14, 


Translated M. E. 


The Baptist Missionary Meetings, 1 to the three 
South-West Association, will be held this yéar at 
the subsoquent places: 


Lianelly, Tuesday and Wednesday, July 29, 30. 

Cidwelly, Thursday, July 31. 

LLANGENDEYRN, Thursday and Friday, July 31, and 
August |. 

Carmarthen, Sunday and Monday, August 3, 4. 

Naberth, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 5, 6. 

Milford. ‘Thursday, August 7. 

Pater, Friday, August 8. | 

Haverfordwest, Sunday and Monday, August 10, II. 

Bethlehem, Teesday, August 14. 

LLanoLorran, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 12, 13, 

Fishguard, Thursday, August 14. 

Newport, Friday, August 16. 

Cardigan, Sunday and Monday, 3 17, 18. 

Newcastle, Tuesday, August 19. 

LiwynDAFYDD, Wednesday & Thursday, August 20, 21. 

Lianrbystyd, Friday, Augast 22. 


Abery stwyth, Sanday, Augast 24. we 


* 
* 
* 
4 
— — — — 
¢ 4 
* 
* 
Md 
* 
= 
* 
— 
4 
* 


different Associations, 


the aforesa 
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will be held at Li 


THOMAS 


I. M. 
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» PRINTER, CARDIGAN, 


* 


The Meetings which pertain more particularly to the 
| angendeyrn,. 
Llangloffmaiand Llwyndafydd, and all the Churches are 
earnestly requested to bring their collections to either of 
vid Meetings. The Rev. Edmund Clarke, of 
Truro, or the Rev. James Flood, late Missionary in 
Jamaica, will attend at each of the above Meetings. 
It is known to the Churches generally, that the Bap- 
tist Chapels in Jamaica, estimated at £20,000 were 
demulished during the late disturbances there; and the 
Dommittee naturely thought that the Government would 
reimburse the lo$s sustained, out of the public funds; 
but unfortunately for the cause of the Missionary in that 
Island, they have resolved to apply to Parliament for the 
sum of £5, 500 only for that purpose, Con 


vently 


our denomination must either make up the deficiency 
emsélves, or detain the. Missionaries from retarning 
to the deur people ‘of their charge. 
return to their work, and I know that the Churches in 
our Associations will not be 
ance. Awake, brethren, and listen to the voiee which 
calls upon you. from the four quarters of the globe, 
saying, Help us.“ May we thank God, and take 


But they must 
ckward in their assist- 
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